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WE ACKNOW LEDGE THE TRADITIONAL OWNERS & CUSTODIANS OF THE 

LAND THAT WE LIVE & WORK ON AS THE FIRST PEOPLE OF THIS COUNTRY.



W H AT  I S  T H E  P H N ’ S  I N V O LV E M E N T  I N  T H E  B L A C K  S U M M E R  B U S H F I R E  

R E S P O N S E ?

2https://www.health.gov.au/health-topics/emergency-health-management/bushfire-information-and-support/australian-government-mental-health-response-to-bushfire-trauma

https://www.health.gov.au/health-topics/emergency-health-management/bushfire-information-and-support/australian-government-mental-health-response-to-bushfire-trauma


H N E C C  P H N  H A S  U N D E R TA K E N  A  S I G N I F I C A N T  B U S H F I R E  R E S P O N S E ,  W H I C H  H A S  

I N C L U D E D :
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• Development of new and updated Health Pathways for primary care clinicians, enabling improved Mental Health and 

resilience

• Changes to existing commissioned mental health services, with easy access and referral arrangements

• Commissioning of new mental health services

• Significant community engagement, through attendance at local community events and a brochure displaying mental 

health services.

• Rapid support grants, followed by bushfire recovery community grants

• Commissioning of evidenced based non-clinical mental health services
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M E N TA L  H E A LT H  S U P P O R T  B R O C H U R E S  F O R  B U S H F I R E  A F F E C T E D  P E O P L E



H N E C C  P H N B U S H F I R E R E C O V E R Y  G R A N T  F U N D I N G
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The PHN has funded 42 grant applications ranging in value between $1,500 to $10,000 across our region for activities 

that have promoted wellbeing within the communities. Some example of the grants include

• NSW SES Central Coast, Port Stephens, Taree, Cessnock and Armidale- Mental Health First Aid Training

• HealthWise- Comedy night in Ebor and Torrington

• Community of Bobin- Community mural and community garden

• Tenterfield Campdraft

• Mid Coast Council- Pizza nights in 6 communities affected by bushfires

• Karuah Aboriginal land Council- Traditional girls dancing, culture and art

• Drake Village- Community cricket day



T H E  P H N  F U N D E D  E V I D E N C E D  B A S E D  N O N - C L I N I C A L  M E N TA L  H E A LT H  S E R V I C E S
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A comprehensive needs assessment was undertaken to assist in identifying potential gaps or areas of need for 

additional non-clinical mental health services across our region.

The needs assessment identified 4 priority groups requiring additional services such as education and wellbeing 

activities.

• Young children and youth (4-25)

• Farm residents

• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders

• Older populations



F U N D E D  S E R I V I C E S  A N D  A C T I V I T I E S
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The PHN is funding five organisations up to $250,000 each to provide Mental Health Supports for Bushfire Affected 

Australians – Community Wellbeing and Participation. These services and activities will be delivered between May 

2021- June 2022.

The successful organisations will provide the following services and activities:

• Youth Mental Health First Aid and The Resilience Project for Children

• Bushfire healing, recovery and resilience workshops for farm residents, elderly and Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander peoples

• Community building workshops for all priority groups in all regions using a train the trainer model with supporting 

online resources and a social media platform

• Targeted education with the Journey of Hope Program for youth, farm residents and Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islanders.
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