
To our valued supporters, 

Indigenous languages and literacy matter 

At this time, Australia is being asked to acknowledge the discrimination and disadvantage experienced by our First 
Peoples. Discrimination against Indigenous languages and systemic disadvantage in education for many Indigenous 
children are part of a larger justice story in this nation. 

Every child in Australia, wherever they live, has the right to thrive and to excel in education. Every child should benefit 
from equity of opportunity. We can’t achieve justice for our First Peoples without setting First Nations children up to 
succeed in education. Education matters, because education opens doors. 

We, the Board of the Indigenous Literacy Foundation, understand that early literacy is the cornerstone of success in 
education. We understand that encouraging early literacy requires children and their parents to have access to books. 
We understand that children learn to love books when they can see themselves in the stories they read: when they 
recognise themselves as heroes, as adventurers, as leaders, as friends. We understand that Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander children need to see that their culture is cherished, and their stories are celebrated by all Australians. We 
believe they have a right to see their language in print. 

Reading opens the doors of possibility. Holding a book in your hands, being able to read your own stories in your own 
language matters.  

Thank you for partnering with us in this work, 
Sincerely,  
The Board of Directors  
Indigenous Literacy Foundation 

Yalmay Yunupingu, Director, Literature 
Production Centre, Yirrkala School,  
ILF Board member 

Alicia Stewart, Manager 
Indigenous Business, Westpac,  
ILF Board member   

Laura Harris, Publishing Director, 
young readers, Penguin Random 
House Australia, ILF Board member 

Suzy Wilson, Owner Riverbend Books, 
ILF Founder  

Karen Williams, CEO  Dr Marnie O'Bryan, Chair, ILF Board 

Mark Robbo, Owner Readings,  
ILF Board member 

Merrkiwuy Ganambarr-Stubbs, 
Principal, Yirrkala School,  
ILF Board member 

Anna Low, Owner Potts Point 
Bookshop, ILF Board member 

Michael Aird, Director, 
Anthropology Museum,  
ARC Research Fellow, 
University of Queensland, 
ILF Board member 

Louise Sherwin-Stark, CEO 
Hachette Australia & New Zealand 
ILF Board member 

Leitha Assan  
Exhibition & Public Programmes 
Manager, Culture, Art and Heritage 
Torres Strait Regional Authority,  
ILF Board member 


