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It began in Bondi…







Sydney cluster as at 8pm – 30 June 2021
175 cases in cluster

14 unlinked (5 unlinked, 9 close contacts of an unlinked case), 7 under investigation

Several “super spreading” events – e.g. birthday party in West Hoxton

More than 230 exposure locations

Over 5000 close contacts in quarantine



Epidemic curve – by onset date
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Working harder to achieve control
Increased public health and social 
measures

Higher vaccination rates



Current restrictions
▪Central Coast included in Greater Sydney restrictions = stay at home

▪Red alert for health facilities





Vaccine effectiveness – symptomatic 
disease Delta variant
▪Notably lower VE after single dose for both AstraZeneca and Pfizer – 33.5% (vs 51.1% for Alpha 
variant)

▪AstraZeneca Dose 2 – 59.8% against Delta (vs 66.1% against Alpha)

▪Pfizer Dose 2 – 87.9% Delta against (vs 93.4% against Alpha)  



TTS – current evidence
• 64 confirmed (2 fatal, 19 

hospitalised, 43 discharged)

• Seek immediate medical attention if:
• Severe or persistent headache/blurred 

vision
• Shortness of breath, chest pain, leg 

swelling or persistent abdominal pain
• Unusual skin bruising and/or pinpoint 

round spots beyond the site of 
vaccination

• Commonly 4-30 days after 
vaccination



Mixed dose schedules
▪Non-inferiority study based on GMC 
of anti-spike antibodies 28 days 
post-boost

▪Non-inferiority demonstrated with 
AZ-BNT but not BNT-AZ

▪GMCs of both heterologous 
schedules higher than AZ-AZ

▪Under review by ATAGI



Current ATAGI advice
Comirnaty is the preferred vaccine for 16 to under 60 years

AstraZeneca can be used in adults under 60 years for whom Comirnaty is not available – risk v 
benefit discussion leading to informed decision-making

People of any age without contraindications who have had their first dose of AZ without serious 
adverse events should receive the second dose

On the basis of current information, Comirnaty and AZ are not considered interchangeable



Contraindications to Astrazeneca



Key messages
▪NSW outbreak is far from over

▪Two doses of vaccine are required for optimal protection

▪Pre-vaccination counselling is critical – high degree of vigilance in patients for red flag symptoms 
after vaccination with AstraZeneca vaccine

▪Importance of testing in all with symptoms (especially respiratory)

▪Self-care


