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What’s changed?
Notification of higher risk patients to GPs – antiviral eligibility

Evidence of reduced efficacy of sotrovimab against omicron BA.2

Paxlovid on PBS

No routine testing for 12 w post covid

Household contacts no longer required to isolate – HCW implications

Winter boosters and other immunisation changes



Notification 
Questionnaire identifies higher risk pt

SMS to patient

Secure messaging – practice inbox
Follow up phone call

Assess within 24 hours

Not “instruction to prescribe”

Consider pulse oximetry / clinical follow 
up

NSW model of care | healthdirect

https://about.healthdirect.gov.au/nsw-model-of-care








After COVID-19
No isolation or routine testing for 12 weeks

If respiratory illness develops consider other causes

Wait 3 months before giving next dose of COVID-19 vaccine

No need to delay other immunisations

Exemption IM011 if needed



Sotrovimab and omicron BA.2

Oral antivirals now first line



Paxlovid (nirmatrelvir plus ritonavir) now 
on PBS

1st line

Drug interactions 

Liverpool COVID-19 Interactions 
(covid19-druginteractions.org)

Lagevrio (molnupiravir) second line

Private scripts discouraged

Talk to your patients – plan in 
advance

https://www.covid19-druginteractions.org/checker


PBS antivirals
Positive PCR or RAT notified to NSW Health AND

Symptomatic, within 5 days of symptom onset AND

not requiring hospitalisation AND

Age 65+ with 2 risk factors OR

Age 75+ with one risk factor OR

Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander age 50+ with 2 risk factors OR

Age 18+ and immunocompromised as per ATAGI definition



PBS risk factors
• The patient has received less than 2 doses of SARS-CoV-2 vaccine
• The patient is in residential aged care or residential disability care
• Neurological conditions, including stroke and dementia
• Respiratory compromise, including COPD, moderate or severe asthma (required inhaled steroids), and 

bronchiectasis
• Congestive heart failure (NYHA Class II or greater)
• Obesity (BMI greater than 30kg/m2)
• Diabetes Types I and II, requiring medication for glycaemic control
• Renal failure (eGFR less than 60mL/min)
• Cirrhosis, or
• The patient has reduced, or lack of, access to higher level healthcare and lives in an area of geographic 

remoteness classified by the Modified Monash Model as Category 5 or above



Severe 
immunocompromise 
(ATAGI)



Immunisation
Primary course
Interval between first and second doses of Pfizer or Moderna in adults now 8 weeks
AZ still 12 weeks, Novavax still 3-8 weeks

Boosters
Winter boosters introduced for selected groups
No boosters for 12-15 year olds
Moderna and Pfizer preferred, AZ if mRNA CI (only if not already had 2xAZ)
Novavax if no other vaccine is suitable (not TGA approved)
Delay next dose of COVID-19 vaccine for 3 months post COVID-19 infection



Winter boosters
4 months after the first booster (at least 3 months from COVID-19 infection)
•Adults aged 65 years and older
•Residents of aged care or disability care facilities – GPs role
•People aged 16 years and older with severe immunocompromise (this will be dose 5)
•Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people aged 50 years and older

Severe immunocompromise – adult schedule with mRNA vaccine
Primary 1 < 8 weeks> Primary 2 <2 months> Primary 3 <3 months> Booster 1
<4 months> Winter booster



https://www.health.gov.a
u/resources/publications
/atagi-recommended-
covid-19-doses-and-
vaccines

https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/atagi-recommended-covid-19-doses-and-vaccines


Up to date with COVID-19 vaccination
General population
Age 5-15 received 2 dose primary course
Age 16+ received 2 dose primary course and booster unless  < 6 months since 

2nd dose

Severely immunocompromised
Age 5-15 received 3 dose primary course
Age 16+ received 3 dose primary course and booster unless  < 6 months since 

2nd dose



Influenza
Can co administer any COVID-19 vaccine with any flu shot

Do not delay flu vaccine – season has started early

Pharmacy can give all NIP vaccines this year including Fluad
Quad (Over 65s)

NIP funding in NSW this year includes BMI 30+

Know your brands!
No Afluria for under 5s
No Fluad Quad for under 65s

Can be billed as separate item if both descriptors met

Not mandatory to bulk bill NIP vaccines





Household contacts
No isolation if confirmed COVID-19 in past 12 weeks
Confirmed cases and contacts with symptoms still need to isolate
Asymptomatic household contacts  do not need to self-isolate but  rules apply
•No high-risk settings for 7 days after the last person in their house had a positive 
COVID-19 test

•Work or study from home. Employer risk assessment
•Age 12 + must wear a mask in indoor setting that is not own home
•Masks encouraged at home
•Avoid contact with people at high risk of severe illness
•Avoid large or crowded indoor gatherings with contact with groups of people from 
outside the household

•Take RAT if you need to attend an indoor gathering with people you don’t live with

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-
19/management/household-contacts

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/management/household-contacts


HCW household contacts
Isolate and WFH 7-14 days

Asymptomatic critical worker who cannot WFH
• risk assessment considering their 

workplace activities, workplace 
environment, patient and co-worker 
vulnerability, and

• risk mitigation strategies to reduce the 
risk of transmission e.g. P2/N95, daily 
RAT, reduce contact with colleagues

https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/covid
-19/communities-of-practice/Documents/covid-
risk-assessment-household-close-contacts.pdf

https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/covid-19/communities-of-practice/Documents/covid-risk-assessment-household-close-contacts.pdf
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