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RATs

Boosters - including for 16 and 17 year olds

Novavax 

Mandatory vaccination in Primary Care

Return to work for staff
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RAT
RATs for schools - not 
needed within 30 days of 
deisolation

23 tests TGA approved for 
use - either nasal or saliva

Follow instructions

Under 2s



https://findapharmacy.com.au/our-services/concessional-access-rat



Boosters for 16-17s Pfizer only

No Moderna

3 months after second 
dose

https://www.health.gov.au/news/atagi-
recommendations-for-use-of-pfizer-covid-19-
vaccine-as-a-booster-dose-in-adolescents-
aged-16-17-years

https://www.health.gov.au/news/atagi-recommendations-for-use-of-pfizer-covid-19-vaccine-as-a-booster-dose-in-adolescents-aged-16-17-years


https://www.i
mmunisationc
oalition.org.a
u/wp-
content/uploa
ds/2022/01/2
022_01_25_C
ovid-risk-
chart_logos_i
ncluded.pdf

https://www.immunisationcoalition.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/2022_01_25_Covid-risk-chart_logos_included.pdf


Novavax Nuvaxovid
Age 18 +

Pregnancy

mRNA preferred in breastfeeding

Primary course only, 2 doses 3 weeks 
apart. 3rd dose after 2 months for 
severely immunocompromised

Can use for 2nd dose if not completed 
primary course

Box of 10 multidose vials with 10 x 
0.5ml dose

Not live – protein based - spike 
protein

https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-
programs/covid-19-vaccines/advice-for-
providers/covid-19-vaccination-training-program

https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines/advice-for-providers/covid-19-vaccination-training-program


Novavax Nuvaxovid
Ready to use – no dilution

Cold chain conditions of +2°C to 
+8°C for a maximum of 6 months

DO NOT FREEZE the vaccine.

The total time the vial spends at 
room temperature (+8°C to +25°C) 
cannot exceed 12h



Novavax ingredients
Matrix-M adjuvant, which contains: 

• Quillaja Saponaria saponins fraction A

• Quillaja Saponaria saponins fraction C

• cholesterol

• phosphatidyl choline

• monobasic potassium phosphate

• potassium chloride

Dibasic sodium phosphate heptahydrate

Monobasic sodium phosphate 
monohydrate

Sodium chloride

Polysorbate 80

Sodium hydroxide (for pH adjustment)

Hydrochloric acid (for pH adjustment)

Water for injections

https://www.tga.gov.au/sites/default/files/novavax-cmi.pdf

https://www.tga.gov.au/sites/default/files/novavax-cmi.pdf


Common minor side effects – more after dose 2

•Injection site tenderness (75%)

•Injection site pain (62%)

•Headache (50%)

•Fatigue (53%)

•Myalgia (51%)

•Malaise (41%)

•Arthralgia/joint pain (24%)

•Nausea and/or vomiting (15%)

https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2022/02/covid-19-vaccination-after-your-nuvaxovid-novavax-
covid-19-vaccination.pdf

https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2022/02/covid-19-vaccination-after-your-nuvaxovid-novavax-covid-19-vaccination.pdf


Stage 2 health care workers

1st dose COVID-19 vaccine by 31 January 2022

2nd dose by 28 February 2022 or have a valid medical exemption

Only permanent exemption is anaphylaxis to a vaccine or ingredient of every available 
COVID-19 vaccine

Boosters not included at this stage

If do not meet these requirements, are only able to provide health services

• with no physical contact with members of the community being provided with the service, 
AND

• entirely from premises where there are no patients, clients and others accessing the site

https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/covid-19/Pages/public-health-orders.aspx#hcw

https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/covid-19/Pages/public-health-orders.aspx#hcw


Return to work post COVID-19
Not immunocompromised asymptomatic  after 7 days

Standard management - 7 days isolation. Avoid high risk settings for a further 3 days. Return to work 
day 11 with no need to repeat RAT

If essential to return before D 11
RAT D 7
If RAT negative return D 8 with continuous mask wearing and avoid common areas until D 11
If RAT positive but asymptomatic, return to work D 11 

Not immunocompromised, still symptoms after 7 days

Continue isolation and seek GP assessment

Return to work on day 15 if  resolution of fever for the previous 72 hours AND substantial improvement 
in respiratory symptoms of the acute illness

Immunocompromised

Return day 15 with two negative RATs at least 24 hours apart

No routine testing or repeat isolation for 1 month post COVID



Return to work for household contacts
Standard management – 7 days isolation from last contact with COVID-19 positive person then avoid high risk settings for 7 days

Exemption for critical workers - risk assessment and risk mitigation strategy on case by case basis

Return to work would not normally be considered before day 5 of isolation

• Asymptomatic

• Daily negative RAT for 7 days from when they last had contact with the diagnosed person, including days when they are not 

working, and must notify their employer of each result

• If tests positive or develops symptoms of COVID-19 must self-isolate

• Travel directly to and from their place of residence and their workplace and isolate when not at work

• Wear a mask at all times in the workplace

• Manager to consider redeploying staff member to a lower patient risk area

• Take breaks outside or in a designated area separate from shared tearooms

• Must not participate in gatherings in the workplace where masks are likely to be removed 



Great questions and updates

CCitC phone numbers have changed – single access number (02) 49236195 

Sotrovimab estimated NNT is 16 outpatients at high risk for progression to severe COVID-19 
to prevent one hospitalisation or death. Pre omicron. 
https://aci.health.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0012/695982/Evidence-Check-
Sotrovimab.pdf

Guidance on managing post-COVID-19 conditions - RACGP 
https://www.racgp.org.au/FSDEDEV/media/documents/RACGP/Coronavirus/Post-COVID-19-
conditions.pdf

People are allowed to leave isolation to attend a testing centre to get a PCR test

Antenatal item numbers -91858 Antenatal Phone attendance and 91853 Antenatal Telehealth 
attendance

Paediatric Pfizer – now has expiry date on carton and vial

People aged 16 + who had Johnson & Johnson vaccine overseas are eligible for a single 
booster dose of Moderna or Pfizer after 3 months 

https://aci.health.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0012/695982/Evidence-Check-Sotrovimab.pdf
https://www.racgp.org.au/FSDEDEV/media/documents/RACGP/Coronavirus/Post-COVID-19-conditions.pdf


https://kahoot.it/challenge/54d48b3e-3802-42f0-828c-
a000282495a8_1643785630786

https://kahoot.it/challenge/54d48b3e-3802-42f0-828c-a000282495a8_1643785630786


Great questions


