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1. Importance of assessing Cardiovascular Risk 

2. Identify the benefits of a Cardiovascular Dashboard 

Report 

3. How to use Practice Data to drive patient care

4. Importance of clinical coding and data accuracy

5. How to use Heart Health as a Quality Improvement 

Activity to assist in improving patient care

6. Community of Practice 
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L E A R N I N G  O B J E C T I V E S  



A S S E S S I N G  C A R D I O VA S C U L A R  R I S K   
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• CVD Check : Calculator

• Heart Health Check Toolkit (heartfoundation.org.au)

• RACGP - Guidelines for the management of absolute cardiovascular disease risk

• Key Statistics: Heart Disease | The Heart Foundation

• Key Statistics: Cardiovascular Disease | The Heart Foundation

https://www.cvdcheck.org.au/calculator
https://www.heartfoundation.org.au/bundles/heart-health-check-toolkit
https://www.racgp.org.au/clinical-resources/clinical-guidelines/guidelines-by-topic/endorsed-guidelines/guidelines-for-the-management-of-absolute-cardiova
https://www.heartfoundation.org.au/Activities-finding-or-opinion/Australia-Heart-Disease-Statistics
https://www.heartfoundation.org.au/Activities-finding-or-opinion/key-stats-cardiovascular-disease


C A R D I O VA S C U L A R  D A S H B O A R D  R E P O R T  
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• Sample Dashboard Report 

• Generated using the Practices Pen CS deidentified 

data

• Gives a snapshot of the practice's active patients at 

risk of Cardiovascular Disease. 

• Uses the Framingham Risk Equation (FRE) to 

determine a numerical probability of a Cardiovascular 

event occurring in the next 5 years 

• Pen CS note that the CV Event Risk Graph(similar to 

the one presented in the report) is a guide derived 

from "National Vascular Disease Prevention Alliance. 

Guidelines for the management of absolute 

cardiovascular disease risk. 2012“

• Interpretation guide available 

CV (Cardiovascular) Event Risk CAT calculated - CAT 

GUIDES - PenCS Help

https://thephn.com.au/primarycaresupport/focus-

areas/heart-health

https://help.pencs.com.au/display/CG/CV+%28Cardiovascular%29+Event+Risk+CAT+calculated
https://thephn.com.au/primarycaresupport/focus-areas/heart-health
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H O W  T O  U S E  P R A C T I C E  D ATA  T O  D R I V E  PAT I E N T  C A R E
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• Identifies target groups to focus on e.g. patients with co morbidities such as Diabetes or Chronic Kidney Disease, First 

Nation patients, patients between a certain age, gender etc. 

• Can provide an identifiable list of patients to directly call in for a review

• Can assist in identifying patients eligible for the Heart Health Assessment  within your practice

• Can create cross tabulation reports to look at treatment efficacy within your patients 

• Can provide a breakdown on level of Cardiovascular Risk i.e., low, medium, high- this can assist in prioritising which 

patients to bring in first 

• Nurses can play a large role in using the practice data to identify patients for the GP’s and bringing these patients in for a 

review (which Nurses can also assist with)

• The data can look at potential missed opportunities/points of care, and it can also identify potential missing diagnoses for 

other co morbidities contributing to CV Risk such as Diabetes and Chronic Kidney Disease (relies on clinical coding and 

data accuracy). 



C L I N I C A L  C O D I N G  A N D  D ATA  A C C U R A C Y  
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• For data to truly and effectively assist in driving accurate 

patient care- it requires the data to be correctly coded 

into the clinical software 

• Requires confidence and knowledge on the clinical 

software (E.g., Best Practice and Medical Director)-

often it isn’t that the points of care are being missed, it 

just hasn’t been inputted into the software in the correct 

spot to be picked up for reports and analysis 

• Assistance with clinical coding can be found through 

either your PCIO at the PHN, the medical software 

companies, Pen CS support and varying other sources. 
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H O W  T O  U S E  H E A R T  H E A LT H  A S  A  Q U A L I T Y  I M P R O V E M E N T  A C T I V I T Y  T O  A S S I S T  I N  I M P R O V I N G  

PAT I E N T  C A R E

https://thephn.com.au/primarycaresupport/focus-
areas/heart-health

https://thephn.com.au/primarycaresupport/focus-areas/heart-health
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C O M M U N I T Y  O F  P R A C T I C E
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This community of practice provides the forum and 

opportunity for like minded health professionals to come 

together and support each other through resources, 

education events, and discussions all about Heart Health. 

This space is designed for you to ask questions, answer 

questions, brainstorm ideas, and learn from each other.

To join the Community of Practice you can email myself at

krolfe@thephn.com.au 

Primary Care Support - Primary Health Network 

(thephn.com.au)

https://thephn.com.au/primarycaresupport/focus-areas/heart-health
https://thephn.com.au/primarycaresupport/focus-areas/heart-health
https://thephn.com.au/programs-resources/primary-care-support
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T H A N K S  F O R  L I S T E N I N G
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