
Care of COVID positive Adults in the 
community- Prescribing Oral Antivirals



• Apply National Evidence Task force Guidelines to clinical scenarios

• Demonstrate using the Liverpool interaction checker

• Discuss prescribing options

Key points



Username: hnehealth password: p1thw1ys









Tools







• 74 yo
• Day 3
• X3 vaccinations
• Asthma, T2DM, BMI 30
• Medications: Salbutamol, Metformin, Aspirin, Atorvastatin, 

Symbicort (budesonide; formoterol), Tiotropium, Prednisolone (for 
asthma flares- used x2 in the last 12 months)





What if only x2 vaccinations?



Prescribing

• Paxlovid or Molnupiravir?
• Severe liver impairment (Child-Pugh Class C)?
• Severe renal impairment GFR <30?
• Interaction with existing medication? 
• Find a source

• PBS script- streamlined authority.
• Hospital pharmacy



PAXLOVID (Pfizer) Nirmatrelvir/Ritonavir
LAGEVRIO (MSD) Molnupiravir
VEKLURY (Gilead) Remdesivir
• Paxlovid 2 x 150mg Nirmatrelvir and 1 x ritonavir bd for 5 days (10 doses 30 tabs)
• Lagevrio 4 x 200mg capsules PO bd for 5 days (10 doses – 40 caps)
• Veklury 200mg on day 1 and 100mg on days 2 and 3 intravenous infusion.
• Adult covid patients within 5 days of symptom onset and at high risk of 

progression to severe covid.
• Licensing study: 

• unvaccinated, 
• non-hospitalised, 
• within 5 days, (7 for remdesivir)
• at least 1 risk factor

• Molnupiravir (58% Delta) Nirmatrelvir/Ritonavir (98% Delta) 
• No omicron in any study



PAXLOVID (Pzifer) Nirmatrelvir/Ritonavir
LAGEVRIO (MSD) Molnupiravir
VEKLURY (Gilead) Remdesivir
• Hospitalisation or death: MSD – NEJM 16 Dec 21, Pfizer –

NEJM 14 Apr 22. Gilead – 27 Jan 22.
• PAXLOVID 5.62% reduction (95%CI: 4.03 to 7.21)
• LAGEVRIO 2.8% reduction (95%CI: 0 to 5.7)
• VEKLURY 5.1% reduction (HR 0.13 95%CI: 0.03 to 0.59)

• Death alone
• PAXLOVID 1.3% reduction  (0 vs 12)
• LAGEVRIO 1.4% reduction (1 vs 9)
• VEKLURY No deaths in either drug or placebo group.











• 49 yo Aboriginal 
• Day 3
• Unvaccinated, living in small country town
• PMHx- T2DM, HTN, IHD- NSTEMI May 2020, stent May 2020, 
OSA on CPAP, BMI 40
Med; rosuvastatin, metformin, telmisartan+ hydrochlorthiazide, 
semaglutide, ducover- clopidogrel + aspirin, empagliflozin
• kidney and liver function- most recent May, eGF >90, LFT’s NAD
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