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Acknowledgement of Country

I acknowledge the people 

of the many traditional 

countries and language 

groups of New South 

Wales, and acknowledge 

the wisdom of Elders past 

and present, and pay 

respect to all Aboriginal 

communities of today.



Omicron waves continue – notification data

• Omicron wave 5 at present

• HNE notification data, similar for CC

• RAT test notifications in green

• Reduced PCR availability from 13 May 2023
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Omicron wave 5 – Flutracking data
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Hospital admissions and RACF outbreaks
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Genomics
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COVID-19 excess mortality

• COVID-19 Mortality Working Group: Almost 20,000 excess deaths for 2022 in Australia - Actuaries Digital 

- COVID-19 Mortality Working Group: Almost 20,000 excess deaths for 2022 in Australia | Actuaries Digital

https://www.actuaries.digital/2023/03/06/almost-20000-excess-deaths-for-2022-in-australia/
https://www.actuaries.digital/2023/03/06/almost-20000-excess-deaths-for-2022-in-australia/


What next?

• xxx

6?



Prevention – ATAGI booster advice

• Booster for all adults if last encounter with 

COVID (vaccine or infection) is over 6 months

• Prefer mRNA bivalent BA4/5 vaccine 



Evidence for booster impact

• NCIRS preprint (Lancet)

• Australian population data on 65yo+ in 2022 (BA1/2, BA4/5)

• Significant hybrid immunity

• Recency of booster most important in preventing death, rather 

than total number of doses

• Vaccine Efficacy for COVID mortality 70-90% within 3 months, 

still over 50% at 6m 



NPIs – NSW Health

• Yellow alert level

• Surgical masks in clinical areas

• N95 masks/eye protection for 

suspected COVID



NPIs – NSW Health

• CEC guidance for workplace and high risk 

household exposures

• Mostly RAT-based testing

• Where possible, recovering cases work from home 

and return day 10 if asymptomatic



Other ARI notifications

HNE and CC notifications for COVID-19, influenza and RSV, 2023.

Note that RSV become notifiable in September 2022.



GP ILI visits

Source: Australian Influenza Surveillance Report No. 05 - 29 May to 

11 June 2023 – data from ASPREN sentinel GP practices



ARI notifications by age groups



ARI test positivity

Source: NSW Health weekly respiratory surveillance report, week ending 10 June
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Influenza vaccine coverage



RSV vaccine update

• US FDA and European Medicines 

Agency have recently approved Arexvy 

(GlaxoSmithKline) for use in those aged 

60 and over.

• Reported efficacy is 83% against lower 

respiratory tract disease and 94% 

against severe LRTD.

• FDA has also recently approved 

Abrysvo (Pfizer) for those 60 and over.

• Arexvy, Abrysvo and a Moderna mRNA 

vaccine are under evaluation by the 

Australian TGA for use in those 60 and 

over.



Thank you









NSW respiratory virus data



Other data sources - sewage




	Slide 1: Winter preparedness – COVID-19
	Slide 2: Acknowledgement of Country
	Slide 3: Omicron waves continue – notification data
	Slide 4: Omicron wave 5 – Flutracking data
	Slide 5: Hospital admissions and RACF outbreaks
	Slide 6: Genomics
	Slide 7: COVID-19 excess mortality
	Slide 8: What next?
	Slide 9: Prevention – ATAGI booster advice
	Slide 10: Evidence for booster impact
	Slide 11: NPIs – NSW Health
	Slide 12: NPIs – NSW Health
	Slide 13: Other ARI notifications
	Slide 14: GP ILI visits
	Slide 15: ARI notifications by age groups
	Slide 16: ARI test positivity
	Slide 17: Influenza vaccine coverage
	Slide 18: RSV vaccine update
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23: NSW respiratory virus data
	Slide 24: Other data sources - sewage
	Slide 25

