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NSW vs Victoria
• Cases per day since >10 cases per day 

(VIC - 15 June, NSW – 1 July)
• NSW last 24hrs – 17 new cases

• 8 OS acquired
• 7 locally-acquired (known 

contacts/cluster source)
• 2 unknown source
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HNE Epidemic curve
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PCR performance – sensitivity (false negatives)

20% false negative 
rate at best 
(Day 3 of symptoms)



Key learnings

• Incubation period can be up to 14 days
• Infectious when asymptomatic / pre-symptomatic
• Early negative COVID PCR tests not predictive of future illness
• False negative PCRs. If COVID is highly suspected – maintain isolation 

and repeat test



Port Stephens cluster
• Index case – Sydney-acquired, visited Port Stephens on 13/7/20, Sx

onset 14/7
• Port Stephens case 1 – Onset of symptoms 16/7, swab +ve 20/7,
• Port Stephens case 2 – Onset ~19/7, swab +ve 22/7
• Port Stephens cases 3 and 4 – Onsets 20/7
• Complex settings:

• Woolworths
• Primary school
• Childcare centre
• Junior AFL team

• Total 155 close contacts!



Key messages

• Potential for large numbers of contacts under eased restrictions
• Who to test:

• “outbreak investigation” (quarantine and test) vs 
• “place of interest” (monitor for symptoms)

• Who to isolate:
• Contacts of known cases/clusters (14 day quarantine)
• Anybody with symptoms, no matter how mild

• Contacts: remain isolated for 14 days after last exposure, irrespective of negative 
test results*

• Non-contacts: until negative COVID19 result obtained, AND symptoms resolve
*Contacts who become cases may complete isolation requirements earlier
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